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Claims 

[d] A connector strap for a truss made up of a matrix of in- 
terconnected chords comprising: 
a web having a first end and a second end; 
a first sidestep portion extending laterally from the first 
end of the web; 

a second sidestep portion extending laterally from the 
second end of the web; 

wherein the first sidestep portion and the second 
sidestep portion cooperate to form a recess whereby the 
connector strap can be used to interconnect a first and a 
second chord member of the truss while being passed 
around a third chord member of the truss that is dis- 
posed in the recess. 

[c2] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the web is elon- 
gated. 

[c3] The connector strap of claim 2 wherein the web is pla- 
nar. 

[c4] The connector strap of claim 3 wherein the web includes 
a hinge portion between the first end and the second 
end thereof, wherein the first sidestep portion can 



thereby be pivoted with respect to the second sidestep 
portion. 

[c5] The connector strap of claim 4 wherein the web includes 
at least one mounting portion thereon. 

[c6] The connector strap of claim 5 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an aperture. 

[c7] The connector strap of claim 5 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an integral connector. 

[c8] The connector strap of claim 5 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a drivable connector. 

[c9] The connector strap of claim 5 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a nail plate. 

[dO] The connector strap of claim 5 wherein the first sidestep 
portion includes at least one mounting portion thereon. 

[cH] The connector strap of claim 10 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an aperture. 

[d2] The connector strap of claim 10 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an integral connector. 

[d3] The connector strap of claim 10 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a drivable connector. 



[d4] The connector strap of claim 10 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a nail plate. 

[d5] The connector strap of claim 10 wherein the second 

sidestep portion includes at least one mounting portion 
thereon. 

[d6] The connector strap of claim 15 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an aperture. 

[d7] The connector strap of claim 15 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an integral connector. 

[d8] The connector strap of claim 15 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a drivable connector. 

[d9] The connector strap of claim 15 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a nail plate. 

[c20] The connector strap of claim 15 wherein the web is de- 
formable between a first linear position and a second fi- 
nal mounting position, whereby the web can be de- 
formed when mounted between a pair of chord members 
in the truss. 

[c21] The connector strap of claim 20 wherein the first 
sidestep portion has an integral mounting portion 
thereon and the second sidestep portion has a field 
mounting thereon. 



[c22] The connector strap of claim 21 wherein the integral 
mounting portion comprises a nail plate. 

[c23] The connector strap of claim 22 wherein the integral 
mounting portion of the first sidestep portion is inte- 
grally mounted to a first chord member of the truss at 
the time of manufacture of the truss, and the second 
sidestep portion is extended from the first truss member 
in a position adapted to receive a second chord member 
of the truss. 

[c24] The connector strap of claim 23 wherein the second 

truss member is mounted to the second sidestep portion 
of the connector when the truss is erected in the field. 

[c25] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein a third truss 

member is positioned within the recess of the connector 
to allow the connector to wrap around the third chord 
member when mounting the first and second chord 
members together with the connector. 

[c26] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the first and sec- 
ond sidestep portions extend from the respective first 
and second ends of the connector in substantially the 
same lateral direction. 

[c27] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the first and sec- 



ond sidestep portions extend angularly from the respec- 
tive first and second ends of the connector in substan- 
tially the same direction. 

[c28] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the first and sec- 
ond sidestep portions extend from the respective first 
and second ends of the connector in substantially the 
opposite lateral direction. 

[c29] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the first and sec- 
ond sidestep portions extend angularly from the respec- 
tive first and second ends of the connector in substan- 
tially the opposite direction. 

[c30] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein at least one of 
the first and second sidestep portions extends generally 
parallel to the web, and is interconnected to the web in 
an offset manner by a laterally-extending connecting 
web. 

[c31] The connector strap of claim 30 wherein the laterally- 
extending connecting web is oriented angularly with re- 
spect to the web. 

[c32] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the web includes 
a hinge portion between the first end and the second 
end thereof, wherein the first sidestep portion can 
thereby be pivoted with respect to the second sidestep 



portion. 

[c33] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the web includes 
at least one mounting portion thereon. 

[c34] The connector strap of claim 33 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an aperture. 

[c35] The connector strap of claim 33 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an integral connector. 

[c36] The connector strap of claim 33 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a drivable connector. 

[c37] The connector strap of claim 33 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a nail plate. 

[c38] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the first sidestep 
portion includes at least one mounting portion thereon. 

[c39] The connector strap of claim 38 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an aperture. 

[c40] The connector strap of claim 38 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an integral connector. 

[c41] The connector strap of claim 38 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a drivable connector. 

[c42] The connector strap of claim 38 wherein the mounting 



portion comprises a nail plate. 



[c43] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the second 

sidestep portion includes at least one mounting portion 
thereon. 

[c44] The connector strap of claim 43 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an aperture. 

[c45] The connector strap of claim 43 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises an integral connector. 

[c46] The connector strap of claim 43 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a drivable connector. 

[c47] The connector strap of claim 43 wherein the mounting 
portion comprises a nail plate. 

[c48] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the web is de- 
formable between a first linear position and a second fi- 
nal mounting position, whereby the web can be de- 
formed when mounted between a pair of chord members 
in the truss. 

[c49] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the first sidestep 
portion has an integral mounting portion thereon and 
the second sidestep portion has a field mounting 
thereon. 



[c50] The connector strap of claim 49 wherein the integral 
mounting portion comprises a nail plate. 

[c51] The connector strap of claim 49 wherein the integral 
mounting portion of the first sidestep portion is inte- 
grally mounted to a first chord member of the truss at 
the time of manufacture of the truss, and the second 
sidestep portion is extended from the first truss member 
in a position adapted to receive a second chord member 
of the truss. 

[c52] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein the second truss 
member is mounted to the second sidestep portion of 
the connector when the truss is erected in the field. 

[c53] The connector strap of claim 1 wherein a third truss 

member is positioned within the recess of the connector 
to allow the connector to wrap around the third chord 
member when mounting the first and second chord 
members together with the connector. 

[c54] a prefabricated roof truss that is positionable in a first 
collapsed position and a second erected position com- 
prising: 

a matrix of interconnected chord members forming a 

truss in the second erected position; 

a first chord member of the truss having a connector 



strap mounted thereto, the connector strap having a first 
end interconnected to the first chord member and a sec- 
ond end extending therefrom, the first and second ends 
having an offset portion therebetween that defines a re- 
cess therebetween; 

a second chord member that is positionable adjacent to 
the first chord member, wherein the second end of the 
connector is adapted to be interconnected to the second 
chord member when the truss is positioned in the sec- 
ond, erected position; 

a third chord member positionable adjacent to and gen- 
erally orthogonally to the first and second chord mem- 
bers and generally intersecting the first and second 
chord members, wherein the third chord member is at 
least partially received in the recess of the connector 
when the first and second ends thereof are mounted to 
the respective first and second chords. 

[c55] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the 

connector includes a hinge portion between the first end 
and the second end thereof, wherein the first sidestep 
portion can thereby be pivoted with respect to the sec- 
ond sidestep portion. 



[c56] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the first 
end of the connector includes at least one mounting 
portion thereon. 



[c57] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 56 wherein the 

mounting portion comprises at least one of an aperture, 
an integral connector, a drivable connector, and a nail 
plate. 

[c58] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 57 wherein the sec- 
ond end of the connector includes at least one mounting 
portion thereon. 

[c59] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 58 wherein the 

mounting portion comprises at least one of an aperture, 
an integral connector, a drivable connector, and a nail 
plate. 

[c60] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein an in- 
termediate portion of the connector is deformable be- 
tween a first linear position and a second final mounting 
position, whereby the connector can be deformed when 
mounted between the first and second chord members 
of the truss. 

[c61] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the first 
end of the connector has an integral mounting portion 
thereon and the second end of the connector has a field 
mounting thereon. 

[c62] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 61 wherein the in- 



tegral mounting portion comprises at least one of an 
aperture, an integral connector, a drivable connector, 
and a nail plate. 

[c63] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 61 wherein the in- 
tegral mounting portion of the first end of the connector 
is integrally mounted to the first chord member of the 
truss at the time of manufacture of the truss, and the 
second end of the connector is extended from the first 
chord member in a position adapted to receive the sec- 
ond chord member of the truss. 

[c64] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the sec- 
ond chord member is mounted to the second end of the 
connector when the truss is erected in the field. 

[c65] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the first 
and second ends of the connector extend from the con- 
nector in substantially the same lateral direction. 

[c66] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the first 
and second ends of the connector extend angularly from 
the connector in substantially the same direction. 

[c67] The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the first 
and second ends of the connector extend from the con- 
nector in substantially the opposite lateral direction. 



The prefabricated roof truss of claim 54 wherein the first 
and second ends of the connector extend angularly from 
the connector in substantially the opposite direction. 



